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APE REAT is Truth and will pre- 
Is vail, ſays an eminent Philo- 
ſopher; for whatever Diſguiſe 


Palſhood may put on, for 

e finiſter or ſelfiſh Views, this 
generous Principle will at length force its 
Way though all the Miſts and Clouds with 
which it is invelop'd, and ſhine in its own 
native Luſtre, How applicable this Obſer- 
vation is to the Caſe of Miſs Blandy, as 
written by herſelf, and publiſhed at her 
dying Requeſt, ſhall be the Buſineſs of this 
ſmall! Pamphlet. We don't mean hereby 
to load her Memory with any unjuſt Ca- 
lamny, or to rake into the Aſhes of the 
Dead; no, may ſhe reſt in Peace, and her 
be | A 2 Soul 
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Soul be for ever happy ! But as there are 
many Things in the Account which ſhe 
gives of the Aﬀair between her and Mr. 
Cranſtoun, either not truly ſtated; or un- 
fairly related, it ſeems neceſſary, for the 
Sake of Truth, and in Juſtice to the 
Living, as well as to the Dead, to unveil 
thoſe ſpecious Pretences to Integrity, with 
which ſhe has pretty artfully diſguiſed the 
moſt intereſting Parts of her Caſe. 

We ſhall begin our Remarks on the 
Account the gives of the Commencement 
of the Amour between her and Mr. Cran- 

floun; by which it appears, that ſhe her- 

ſelf gave the firſt Opening to an Attack 
from this artful Pretender; for ſuch was 
her Confidence in his Honour and In- 
tegrity (of which I don't find ſhe had any 
other Proofs than his own bare Word) that 
ſhe acquainted him with © an advantageous 
Match that had been made to her, but 
was afraid the Gentleman was not form- 
* ed to make her happy. 

Cranſtoun immediately turns this into 
an Argument to recommend himſelf to 
her kind Regard; and very naturally aſlas 
her, Whether ſhe did not prefer mutual 
* Love to the Grandeur of Liſe?' And her 
Anſwer, (ſtill more unguarded than her 
Declaration) that ſhe preferred the Man 
© ſhe lov'd and eſteem'd before all others,“ 
cave him a fair Opportunity to infinuate 

| himſelf 
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himſelf more effectually into her Eſteem, 
and embolden'd him, as ſhe confeſſes, to 
make an Offer of his Love. 

He introduced his Propoſal by inform- 
ing her, that he had a very intricate Af- 
fair then depend ing in Scotland, and this 

was no leſs than a Charge of being married 
1 to another Woman, the Validity of which 
was to be tried in a Court of Judicature; 
and ſo confident was he of the Share he 
already had in her Affections, that he very 
modeſtly aſk d her, if ſhe lov'd him well 
* enough to ſtay till this Affair was de- 
* cided? Her Condeſcen/ion in the Reply is 
as remakable as the Captain's Modeſty in the 
Queſtion. © If my Papa and Mama would 
*. approve of my ſtaying for you, I readily 
* conſent thereto,” What! marry a Man, 
who by his own Confeſſion, lay under the 
Imputation of having a Wite and Children 
in another Country, from whom he ac- 
knowledged that he could not be divorc'd 
but by a formal Proceſs at Law, the Iſſue 
of which he could not foreſce, and which 
at beſt was but doubtful, fiace the Laws 
of Scotland make Cohabitation effectual to 
all the Intents and Purpoſes of Marriage. 
Was there ever an Inſtance of ſuch a Court- 
ſhip before ? Did a Lover ever recommend 
himſelf to the Affections of a Lady by 
acquainting her with the ſcandalous Com- 
merce he held with any of her Scx ? Did 
ever 
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ever Lady encourage the Addreſſes of a 
Lover in ſuch Circumſtances ? 

But to ſet this Affair in a more impar- 
tial Light than ſhe is willing it ſhould be 
ſeen in, it is neceſſary to refer the Reader 
to the Account of her Life publiſhed by 
R. Walker, where we find a very natural 
and probable Account given of this Matter. 
There it's aſſerted, that the firſt Notice Mr. 
Blandy had of Cranſtoun's Marriage in 
Scotland, was given him by Lord Mark 
Ker, who adviſed him to take Cate of his 
Daughter, and preſerve her from Ruin ; 
and that accordingly he appriz'd her of 
it, and then Mr. Cranſtoun. Now if this 
Account be true, her's cannot be ſo; and ir 
muſt be own'd, this ſeems to have the 
Face of Probability. a | 

Mr. Cranſtoun's having thus ſecured his 
Intereſt in the Daughter, makes his next 
Application to the Mother, who ſeems no 
leis infatuated. than her love-fick Child. 
For when the Captain averr'd upon his 
Soul that he never was married, © Very 
« well faid ſhe, I will take your Word 
* for that.” What! take his Word for that, 
which if not true, muſt neceſfarily be her 
Daughter's utter and irretrievable Ruin and 
Deſtruction ; ſurely it would much better 
have become her Prudence to have ſuſ- 
pended her Aſſent till Matters ſhould be 
cicared up to mutual Satisfaction. _—_ 
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fuch was her unlimited Confidence in the 
Words of a roving Officer, who might 
for ought ſhe knew to the contrary, have 
a Miſtreſs or a Wife at every Town he 
had been quarter'd at, ſeems a little im- 

robable, but if true, muſt be no ſmall 
Reflection on her Mother's Underſtanding. 

The next Particular we ſhall take No- 
tice of is, in that Part of her Account 
which relates to her Mother's Sickneſs, 
and the wonderful Affection ſhe expreſs'd 
for Mr. Cranſtoun, which is deſcribed in 
ſuch fulſome and amorous Terms, that 
one would think the old Woman was as 
much in Love with the Captain, as her 
Daughter. For, no ſooner did he come 
to her Bedſide, but ſhe raiſed herſelf up, 
took him round the Neck, and kiſſed 
bim moſt affectionately.“ At the ſame 
Time ſhe ſaid, My dear Cranſtaun, I am 
* glad you are come ; I now ſhall grow 
* well again, One would think the Cap- 
tain carried ſome ſtrange inviſible Charms 
about him, that- could ſo bewitch the 
Hearts of both old and young; for as to 
any external Per fections or Excellencies in 
his Perſon, I never heard that the accuteſt 
Eye could diſcern, the leaſt Symptom, or 
the moſt diſtant Reſemblance of a Beauty 
about him; on the contrary, that he was, 


thought to be one of the moſt diſagreeable 
Men living. 
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But farther : When Miſs and her Mo, 
ther came to Londa for Advice about 
ſome Indiſpoſition the old Lady labour'd 
under, they lodged with Mr. Stevens her 
Brother, where Mr. Cranſtoun came to 
viſit them, and who it ſeems did not 
entertain the ſame good Opinion of the 
Captain, as his Siſter did ; and therefore, 
upon her deſiring that he might be aſk'd 
to dine with them, he refuſed it. Upon 
which ſhe came crying to Mr. Cranſtoun, 
to tell him of the Affront that had been 


done him ; but to comfort him, added, 


© Came to me as often as you can in my 
* own Apartment; in a Morning I am al- 
always alone.“ Now, who can help re- 
marking, that the Daughter has put a very 
odd kind of Compliment into her Mother's * 
Mouth, and liable to a very cenſorious 
Conſtruction ; and had not her Mother 
the Character of a virtuous Woman, it 
would not be eaſy to vindicate the Inno- 
cence of her Intention in ſuch a kind In- 
vitation, | 

The next Thing obſervable is, a very art- 
ful Piece of Cunning in the Captain to 
get Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs without 
waiting the Event of the Law-Suit in 
Scotland, and that was, to marry her pri- 
vately. Miſs, however, was not ſo blinded, 
with Love as to come into his Meaſures, - 
which ſhe convinc'd him muſt be attended 


with 
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with the worſt Conſequences ; yet neither 
did ſhe reſent this Propoſal in a Manner 
that became one truly ſenſible of the inju- 
rious Affront done to her Honour and Vir- 
tue, nor even to reproach him with the 
Baſeneſs of his Heart which was capable 
of meditating a Deſign fo evidently con- 
trary to her Peace and Happineſs. 

Here we cannot help taking Notice of 
ſome Paſſages, which, in our Opinion, caſt 
ſevere Reflections on the Memory both 
of her Father and Mother. As to the 
firſt, he is all along repreſented as a Man 
of a haſty, paſſionate, nneven Temper 
ſometimes hugging Cran//oun in his Arms, 
and at other Times treating him with a 
Booriſh Rudeneſs; now infinitely pleaſed 
with his Daughter's Choice of the Captain 
for her Husband, and preſently uſing her in 
the moſt cruel Manner for encouraging 
his Addreſſes, Again, ſhe tells us in Et- 
fe& that her Father was ſo parfimonious, 
that he did not allow his Wife Money ſuffi- 
cient to buy Proviſions for the Houſe, but 
ſuffered her to run up a Debt of Thirty 
Pounds, which ſhe borrowed of Mr. 
Cranſtoun to pay; which cither ſhews the 
Avarice of her Father, or ill Conduct, or 
Want of Prudence in her Mother, as if 
ſhe was not capable of managing the Affairs 
of the Family. Thus ſhe expoſes the 


Character of her Father, Mother, and even - 


her 
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her own, to the ſevereſt Cenſures ; and all 
for what? Why, to juſtify a lawleſs Paſſion 
for a wicked Man, who not only abuſed 
the Friendſhip and Kindneſs of her too 
credulous Parents to him, but manifeſtly 
deſigned to decoy her by his Flatteries and 

ſpecious Pretences to her Ruin. 
Miſs tells us, (p. 17. of her Account) 
that both ſhe and her Father received Let- 
ters from Miſs Murray, ſigned N. Cran- 
floun, to inform them, that ſhe was his 
lawful Wife; and that the Decree of the 
Court of Scotland, in her Favour, was fent 
in thoſe Letters. This one would imagine, 
was enough to diſperſe thoſe Miſts from 
her Eyes, with which Cranſtoun's fallacious 
Arguments had beclouded them, and to 
convince her, that notwithſtanding his fair 
Pretences, his Oaths and Proteſtations, he 
was no better than an Impoſtor, who, 
taking Advantage of her free and open 
Behaviour, had plotted the Ruin of her 
Virtue and Happineſs for ever. Such Re- 
flections as theſe ſhe might naturally have 
made upon this remarkable Occurrence. 
Inſtead of which, ſhe conſults her Mother 
how to behave on this critical Occaſion. 
Her Mother adviſes her to write to him, and 
to beg him, upon his Honour, to let her 
know the Truth. But could ſhe imagine, 
that he, who had deceived her and her 
Daughter already, would not carry on the 
1 | . Deceit ; 
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Deceit ; and that as he had hitherto led 
'em both blindfold, that he would not 
now do all in his Power to keep em 
in the Dark? Had it not been a much 
better Way to have wrote to ſome Gentle- 
man of Worth and Probity in that Coun- 
try, requeſting him to examine the Court 
Records, and to ſend her an authenticated 
Copy of the Proceedings in this Affair? 
By this Means ſhe would have ſoon come 
to the Knowledge' of the real Truth, if 
ſhe had been in Earneſt in her Enquiry ; 
inſtead of which, ſhe makes her Appli- 
cation to him only, whoſe Intereſt it was 
to deceive her. | 

But if we look into the Account pub- 
liſhed by R. Walker, (and he ſeems to 
have good Authority tor what he advances) 
we ſhall find this Tranſaction related in a 
quite different Manner. Cranſtoun, among 
the reſt of his wicked Schemes to gain his 
Ends on this Lady, thought of this. He 
writes a Letter to his Wife, intimating, 
that it would be of infinite Service to him, 
with reſpect to his Promotion in the 
Army, it ſhe would, under her own Hand, 
deny herſelf to be his Wife. She, know- 


ing his Baſeneſs, was very unwilling to 


comply with his Requeſt ; but after much 
Sollicitation ſhe did; and this Letter of 
Denial he ſhews to Mr. B/andy, his Wiſe 
and Daughter, to convince them of the 
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Uprightneſs of his Intentions, but in the 
End it had a very different Effet from 
what he intended; as may be ſeen at large 
in the ſaid Account, p. 5. SEN: 1 
Many little trifling Things ſhe relates in 
the Courſe of her Narrative, which we 
did not think worth our Notice; yet, in 
every Page and Paragraph we may ob- 
ſerve her unalterable Attachment to the 
Captain's Perſon, notwithſtanding the 
many diſadvantageous Circumſtances under 
which he appear'd. And indeed it re- 
quired no common Skill to parry the va» 
rious Thruſts that he might expect would 
be made at him on his Attempt upon this 
Lady; and in Truth his Invention was 
ieldom at a Loſs when he had an Excuſe 
to make, or a Favour to entreat. Yet 
ence he was grievouſly put to his Trumps, 
and had much ado to bring himſelf off 
with any tolerable Degree of Honour, 
This was, when ſhe found a Letter in his 
Trunk, and on reading it, diſcovered, that 
he kept a Miftreſs, He had told her, not 
above a Day or two before, that he had a 
Baſtard upon his Hands to keep; but this 
laſt Story was too groſs to acquaint her 
with; and when the told him of it, he 
was fo thunderſtruck, that he loſt his 
Speech, and was ready to faint ; yet he 
„ad Addreſs enough to pacify her Wrath, 
en for this notorious Breach of his Fi- 


delity. 
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delity, Would not any one think that 
this young Lady, who, on all other Oc- 
caſions, was remarkably diſtinguiſh'd. for 
her Wit and fine Senſe, was under the 
miſerable Infatuation of ſome infernal 
Agents, that could, with her Eyes open, 
be thus deluded to her own Deſtruction? 
Nay, after all this, when he pretended he 
mult pawn his Watch for Money to carry 
him into Scotland, ſhe, rather than he 
ſhould be deſtitute of fo faſhionable an 
Ornament, made him a Preſent of her 
own Watch, only reſerving to herſelf his 
Picture which hung to it, which ſhe re- 
ſolv'd to keep as ſacred as the Relict of a 
Saint, and as a precious Memorandum of 

his fweet Perſon. Neb 
In p. 5. of Miſs Blandy's Account we 
have a very circumſtantial Deſcription of 
the more than motherly Fondneſs which 
old Mrs. Blandy expreſſed for Cranfloun, 
her propoſed Son-in-Law. The old Lady 
being on a Viſit to one Mrs, Pocock, of 
Turville-Court, was ſeized with a violent 
Diſorder, which oblig'd her to continue 
there ſome Time. But in the Height of 
her Illneſs, when ſhe had any Intervals of 
Senſe, who was the Perſon then the chief 
Object of her Concern? Was it her Huſ- 
band? No. Her Daughter? No. Any 
eminent Phyſician whoſe Skill and Judg- 
ment {he could confide in? No. 4 
then 7 
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then? Why, her conſtant Cry was, Let 
Cranſtoun be ſent for. Cranſtoun was then 
at Southampton with his 1 but 
on his receiving a Summons from Miſs to 
come away directly on this Emergency, he 
obey'd, and was ſoon with her, and im- 
mediately waited on the ſick Lady, who 
was ſo tranſported at the Sight of him, 
© that ſhe immediately raiſed herſelf up in 
© her Bed, took him about the Neck, and 
kiſſed him in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, adding theſe Words to this 
fond Action, My dear Cranſtoun, I am 
glad you are come, I now ſhall grow well 
foon; * Nay, ſhe carried her Fondneſs to 
ſuch an extravagant Pitch, that Cranſtoun 
only muſt be her Nurſe, and adminiſter © 
every Thing that was preſcribed for her. 
And of ſuch wonderful Efficacy was his 
Care and Attendance upon his Patient, that, 
tho' before he came, ſhe was ſuppoſed to 
be in the utmoſt Danger, yet the very 
next Day after his Arrival, ſhe got up, and 
he coming into her Room, ſhe ſaid, This 
T owe to you, my dear Cranſtoun; your 
coming has given me new Health and freſh 
Spirits: I was fearful leſt 1 ſhould die, and 


you 
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you not be here to comfort that poor Girl; 
How lite Death ſhe looks! 
Now, I would fain know, for what 
good End or Purpoſe Miſs could be de- 
firous that the World ſhould be acquainted 
with this extravagant, and, I may add, in- 
decent Fondneſs of her Mother for Cran- 0 
floun? Was it to poſſeſs the Publick with | 
an Opinion, that as there was ſuch a ſtrong | 
and mutual Affection between her Mother | 
and Lover, that there could not be the 
leaſt Grounds to ſuſpe& that either he or 
ſhe could have any Hand in the Death of 
ſo affectionate a Mother, who died ſome 
Time afterwards, as did likewiſe Mrs. 
Pocock, much about the ſame Time, of a 
very ſtrange Diſorder, not much unlike 
that which was the Occaſion of Mr. Blandy's 
Death? If ſhe had not ſome ſuch Deſign 
in View, how was it conſiſtent with that 
reverential Regard which a Daughter ought 
to have for the Memory of a tender Mo- 
ther, to expoſe her Weakneſs in ſo inde- 
cent and even ſcandalous a Manner as ſhe 
has done ? But if this was really the Caſe, 
and theſe two Lovers were actually con- 
federated in the Death of the Mother, as 
well as afterwards in the Death of the 
Father, to make a clear Stage for the full 
Enjoyment of a large Fortune upon the 
Demiſe of the old People, then Mils's 
Conduct is eaſily accounted for, and it * 
= *. tne 
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the wiſeſt Method ſhe could take, in or. 
der to clear her Character from that Crime, 
with which-ſhe was but too ſenſible ſhe 
was charged. For, though ſhe was not 
directly accuſed with it at her Trial, yet 
ſhe expected to hear the Council de- 
clare, That they had as ſtrong Proofs to 
convict her of the poiſoning her Mother 
and Mrs. ,Pocock, as they had to prove her 
Guilty of the Death of her Father. 

But let us proceed to ſome other Par- 
ticulars. While Miſs and her Mother 
were in London, the old Lady was greatly 
diſtreſs'd for Money, having contracted a 
confiderable Debt, unknown to her Huf 
band, which ſhe knew not how to pay. 
Mr. Cranſtoun, in his next Viſit, finds 
Miſs all in Tears, and on enquiring the 
Reaſon, is told, that her Mother was un- 
der the greateſt Perplexity on Account 
of the ſaid Debt. Cranſtoun, pretending 
to be greatly affected for their Trouble, 
generouſly offer'd to raiſe the Money, and 
was as good as his Word, and brought the 
Sum wanted, which was 401. and threw it 
into the old Lady's Lap, who was fo affected 
with this ſo uncommon Inſtance of his 
Generoſity, that for a while ſhe: ſtood 
ſpeechleſs, and could only ſqueeze his 
Hand, and burſt into Tears. But two re- 
lieve her Diſtreſs, he kiſſed her, and faid, 
* Remember 'tis a Son, and therefore nor” þ 

make. 
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make yourſelf uneaſy ; you can't lie 
under any Obligation to me,” But 
Miſs going to expreſs her own Gratitude 
for the Favour, was prevented by his 
kiſſing her too, and ſaying, © That was all 
© he defired in Return N 
Upon reading this Caſe, as ſhe herſelf 
has thus ſtated it, ſuch Queſtions as theſe 
will naturally ariſe. As how, where, and 
for what this Debt was contracted ? 
Whether the Captain had any View or 
Proſpect of being ever repaid it; or, indeed, 
whether he ever had his Money again? 
or what other Conſiderations induced him 
to ſtrain his Credit (for it can hardly be 
ſuppos'd that he had ſuch a Sum by him 
of his on) merely to oblige this good old 
Lady? © | | 
As to the firſt of theſe Queſtions, how, 
where, and for what this Debt was con- 
tracted, this Anſwer may be given. The 
Debt it ſeems conſiſted of two Parts; that 
is, ten Pounds of it was contracted in 
London, and thirty Pounds of it at Henley. 
Now it is highly improbable, that Mr. 
Blandy ſhould permit his Wife and Daugh- 
ter to reſide in London without . ſufficient 
Allowance to bear all their reaſonable Ex- 
pences. I think it is therefore very.reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe (nor is itan idle Suppofition) 
that, theſe Ladies, in Company with their 
dear Friend and Familiar Mr. Cranſtoun, 
„ SPI * C 2 X85 were. 
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were willing to partake of all the faſhion- 
able Diverſions of the Town, during their 
Stay in it, If this was really the Caſe, 
and we have Room enough to imagine it 
was, ſince Miſs has not informed us by 
what other Means it was done, one may 
eaſily judge that a much larger Sum 
ten Pounds might be ſoon ſpent in this 
Way. Then as to the thirty Pounds, the 
other Part of the Debt, this was contracted 
at Henley ; Miſs herſelf tells us, it zus for 
Fowls, Butter, Eggs, Wine, and other Pro- 
viſions, chiefly on Account of Entertainments. 
But Miſs has concealed that Part of the 
Story Which would ſet this Matter in a 
true Light, that is, when, and on what Oc- 
cations theſe Entertaiments were made. 
The Truth is, that theſe Junkettings and 
Entertainments were made- only for the 
Pleaſure and Accommodation of Mr. 
Cranſloun, when Mr. Blandy was in Lan- 
don, and detained there upon Buſineſs. So 
that Miſs had much better have concealed 
this Part of the Story, which expoſes her 
Mother to very ſevere Cenſures, for want 
of Oeconamy in her Family; nor is a leſs 
Reflection on her own Character for living 
in ſuch a licentious Manner with a Man of 
ſuch abandon'd Principles as Cranſtoum was 
known to be. "= W258, 
As to the next Queſtion, whether the 
Captain had any View or Proſpect in ad- 
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yancing this Money, it may be anſwered, 
that he certainly had ; for the principal, 
and indeed, the only End he propoſed by 
marrying the Lady was, to get himſelf 
efſed of a large Sum of Money; by 
which he could eafily reimburſe himſelf 
whatever Sums he might advance to 
gratify and pleaſe the Mother and Daugh- 
ter, | 
Another Queſtion is, whether the Cap- 
tain ever had his Money again ? To this 
Miſs herſelf furniſhes us with an Anſwer, 
Cranfloun, after the Death of his kind Pa- 
troneſs and Advocate, Mrs, Blandy, per- 
ceiving his Reception was not ſo hearty 
with Mr. Blandy as heretofore, began to 
doubt the Iſſue. This puts him upon con- 
triving Schemes for recovering the Money 
he had vent the old Lady in her Dittrels, 
Upon this, being then in London, and be- 
ing invited by Miſs into the Country, he 
writes her a Letter, full of heavy Com- 
laints, that he was not able to {tir our of 
* for Fear of the Bailiffs, his Fortune 
in Scotland being ſeized for the Mun- 
tenance of his Wite (Miſs M::rravy, as he 
call'd her) and her Child; and that the 
Debt which occaſioned his Perplexity, was 
near' fifteen Guineas, Miſs, without re- 
flecting, that the Ground of his Necethity, 
namely, the Scizing of his Eſtate for the 
Maintenance of his Wife, ought to have 
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been a ſtrong Argument againſt her ſend- 


ing him any Relief, very readily remits 
him fifteen Guineas, Part of forty Pounds 
ſhe had borrowed of Mrs. Mounteney, to 
pay off Part of her Mother's Debt. Upon 
this, he came to Henley, where he had not 


been long, but all on a ſudden he puts on 


a gloomy and thoughtful Air; which 


Mits ſoon obſerving, demands the Reaſon. 
He ſhews her a dunning Lettter he had 


juſt receiv'd from one of his Creditors in 
London, tor a Debt of 15/. Miſs imme- 
diately gave him the Money, being ano- 
ther Part of the 40/. ſhe had borrowed of 
Mrs. Mounteney; ſo that now he had re- 
ceived 30 of the 40l. he had advanced as 


before- mentioned. After this, ſhe made 


him a Preſent of her Watch, which 
no Doubt made up the Deficiency, and 


paid him in full for all the Money he had 


advanced. 

Upon the whole then it is plain, that 
the Captain's Generoſity on this Occcaſion, 
was merely to ingratiate himſelf with the 


old Lady, in order to facilitate his Deſign 


on the Daughter, | 
The next Paſſage in Miſs's Narrative, 
which we ſhall- take Notice of, is that 


which gives a very minute Account of the 
extraordinary Noiſes and Muſick heard in 
the Night, in and about the Houſe, for a 
conſiderable Time together. But here it 
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muſt be obſerv'd, that previous to the 
Account of theſe Tales, Miſs tells us, that 
before her Mother died, after ſome Diſ- 
courſe about the Immortality of the Soul, 
they agreed, that whoever died firſt, ſhould 
appear to the other, if permitted ſo to do. 
Her Mother had been dead upwards of a 
Lear, and Miſs had heard no News of her. 
But then Mr. Cranſtoun coming into the 
Country, and having heard Miſs talk of 
this Converſation with her Mother, he 
ſeem'd uneaſy, looking, as ſhe thought, 
with an unuſual Paleneſs. On her aſk- 1 
ing the Meaning of it, he told her he had | 
heard Muſick in the Night, for two Hours 
together, and thought it came from the 
Middle of the Stairs. Miſs laugh'd at him, 
and ask'd him, how he could be ſo whim- 
fical ? He ſaid, it was no Whim, for he 
really heard it. The next Night Miſs 
heard Muſick, and thought it ſcem'd to be 
in the Yard. After that, one of the Maids 
\ heard it; and then all three of them heard 
it together, This was a pretty Scheme 
enough of Cranſtoun's, to inculcate Su- 
perſtitious Notions into his Miſtceſs, in 
order the better to carry on his grand De- 
ſign. But it will be aſk'd, could theſe 
People be all deceiv'd ? could not their 
Ears diſtinguiſh Sounds? They were awake, 
and in their Senſes, and therefore it Was 
impoſſible they could be impoſed upon 8 
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ſo plain a Matter. All this I grant, and 
will allow farther, that they did hear Mu- 
fick, but I cannot grant that it came from 
aerial and ſpiritual Performers. The In- 
habitants of the other World, are diffe- 
rently employed than to amuſe or divert 
us poor Earth-born Mortals. Let me ra- 
ther ſuppoſe, that the Captain had pro- 
cured a Muſician for this Purpoſe, and 
had directed him ro place himſelf fo as not 
to be ſeen from the Window under which 
he was ordered to play. And this ſeems 
pretty plain from what Miſs herſelf ſays, 
that the Mufick ſhe heard, ſeemed to be 
in the Yard. Now if ſhe was ſo weak as 
to believe this Part of the Story, the Tran- 
ſition was eaſy to her fancying ſhe heard 
other ſtrange Noiſes in the Houſe, which 
might be occaſioned by the running about 
of Rats, GC. 

Upon the whole therefore it ſeems evi- 
dent to me, that this was all an Invention 
and a Trick of Cranſtoun s, contrived for 
the better managing and carrying his wicked 
Purpoſes into Execution, Of the ſame 
Kind was his pretending to have conſulted 
a Scotch Witch, about the Love-Powders, 
and that her Skill in Magic was ſo great, 
that ſhe had deſcribed both Miſs and her 
Father in a moſt ſurpriſing Manner, tho 
ſhe had never ſeen them. Cranſtoun was 
not now to learn, that Women are natu- 
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rally ſuperſtitious and credulous with Re- 
ſpe& to ſupernatural Operations; and 
therefore he played this Engine upon Miſs 
the more vigorouſly ; being perſuaded, 
that if he could but delude her Under- 
ſtanding to entertain this Opinion, his 
Work was done, and he ſhould ſoon make 
her the Inſtrument of obtaining his wicked 
Ends: And indeed it was not long before 
he perſuaded her into a Belief, that thoſe 
Powders would make her Father love him, 
She gave them to her Father according to 
his Directions, and behold the Conſc- 

quence! 10 
_ Miſs, in the Concluſion of her Narra- 
tive tells us, that her Servants being ap- 
prized of the bad Opinion ſhe entertained 
of them, were reſolved to be revenged on 
her, if ever it ſhould be in their Power, 
That as to her Mother's Maid, Su/anna 
Gunnel, ſhe would haye turned her away, 
had it not been for ſome Money that was 
due to her. But Miſs had been more in- 
3 in her Confeſſion, if ſhe had ac- 
nowledged, that the Money due to Saſan 
was not for Wages, but Money that ſhe 
herſelf had borrowed of her, to the Amount 
of Fourſcore Pounds to ſupport Cran/toun 
in his Extra vagancies or Diſtreſſes, which 
indeed it was not now in her Power to pay 
her; and fo poor Suſan muſt loſe all the 
Fruits of a long Servitude, unleſs Mr. 
| — Blandy's 
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Blandy's ſurvivipg Relations, in Compaſſion 
to her unmerited Hardſhips, make up her 
Loſs by their Generoſity and Benevolence. 

I perceive at the Concluſion of the Nar- 
rative, that it has the Sanction of two 
Clergymen, Members of the Univerſity 
of Oxford; and if I am rightly informed, 
the far greateſt Part of it was wrote by a re- 
verend Divine from Miſs Blandy's Mouth. 
If fo, I would gladly learn from theſe worthy 
Gentlemen, the Reaſons that induced them 
to give their Sanction to, or Approbation 
of ſo many incredible Stories, Improbabi- 
lities, and palpable Falſities as muſt natu- 
rally occur to every Man of common 
Underſtanding that peruſes her Account. 
Do not they plainly ſee that Miſs has abu- 
ſed both her Father and Mother from the 
Beginning of her Pamphlet to the End of 
it? Do not they ſee that her Whole De- 
ſign in writing it is to juſtify her lawleſs 
Paſſion for a Man of the moſt abandoned 
Principles? Have they Faith enough to 
believe her Tale of Apparitions and aerial 
Mufick ? If not, why is it ſent into the 
World with the Solemnity of their Sanc- 
tion? If they would not ſeem to patronize 
theſe Abſurdities, they ſhould in the firſt 
Place, have endeavoured to convince -her 
of her Errors; and if, notwithſtanding, 
ſhe obſtinately perſiſted in them, they 
ſhould have thought it another 9 of 
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their Duty, not to have contributed their 
Aſſiſtance to the ſpreading of them in the 
World. But ſince they have done this, 
they will find themſelves rewarded only 
with the publick Laugh and Ridicule. 
Before we conclude, we ſhall only make 
ſome few Remarks on her Behaviour a 
little before her Execution. It's very true, 
that in the general ſhe behaved with great 
Decency and Seriouſneſs, and ſeemed 
perfectly reſigned to her unhappy Fate; 
yet there is much Room to doubt whether 
ſhe was quite ſincere in her moſt ſolemn 
Profeſſions of her Innocence, and that ſhe 
died in perfect Charity with all the World. 
For it is evident, ſhe retain'd a ſecret Re- 
ſentment againſt thoſe ſhe call'd her Ene- 
mies, even to the laſt, as appears from ſe- 
veral unguarded Expreſſions, which ſhe let 
fall, a Day or two before her Execution, 
nay even the ſame Morning, as may be 
ſeen in her Life; and in ſhort, her own 
Narrative diſcovers a Rancour in her Heart 
againſt ſeveral of the Witneſſes, and even 
of the Jury themſelves. But can a Man 
of Senſe believe her fincere, when ſhe 
gave an Account to the Rey, Clergyman 
who attended her, of her hearing Muſick 
in the Night. by inviſible Performers? And 
2 ſhe affirmed in the Morning of 
Her Execution, that ſhe had heard it the 
preceding Night more melodious than 
: D ever 
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How ſhall we reconcile this Fiction, 
Whica, or Fancy, (call it what you will) 
to that excellent Senſe and Underſtandin 
ſhe was univerſally reported to be Miſtres 
of ? If ſo, how ſhall we acquit her of 
Prevarication, or ſome mental Reſetva- 
tion, in order to impoſe upon the Credulity 
of the Spectators? And if this was really 
the Caſe, (as there ſeems to be too much 
Ground to ſuppoſe, tho I am willing to 
hope better T hings) what judgment can 
we form of the following folemn Decla- 
ration, which ſhe ſign'd with her own 
Hand, and deliver'd — after ha- 
ving receiv'd the Lord's Supper? Can we ſay 
ſhe was any better than an Infidel? — But 
let the Reader make his own Reflections. 


Mary Blandy, do declare, chat 1 hs in 
+ a full Perſuaſion of the Truth and Ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, and a 
ſincere, though unworthy Member of the 
Church of England. 1 do likewiſe hope 
for a Pardon and Remiſſion of my Sins, 
by the Mercy of God, through the Merits 
and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, my moſt 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour. I do allo farther 
declare, that 1 did not know, or believe, 
that the Powder, to which the Death of 
my dear Father has been aſcribed, had any 
noxious or poiſonous Quality lodged in it; 
and that I had no Intention to hurt, of 
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much leſs to deſtroy him, by giving him 
that Powder: All this is true, as I hope 
for eternal Salvation, and Mercy from Al- 
mighty God, in whoſe moſt awful and 
immediate Preſence I muſt ſoon a pear. 


die in perfect Peace and Charity with all 
Mankind, and do from the Bottom of my 
Soul forgive all my Enemies, and par- 
ticularly thoſe who have in any Manner 
contributed to, or been inſtrumental in 
bringing me to the ignominious Death J 
am ſoon to ſuffer, This is my laſt Decla- 
ration, as to the Points therein contained, 
and I do moſt earneſtly deſire, that it may 
be publiſhed after my Deceaſe. Witneſs 


my Hand, 
"MARY. BLANDY. 


20.44 to. wo. 


] was going on to make fone farther 
Remarks on Miſs's Account of this Affair, 
but on peruſing that publiſhed by Mr. 
Walker, find myſelf agreeably prevented. 
For there the Writer has made the moſt 
judicious Obſervations upon every Part of 
her Conduct, and with great Accuracy and 


Impartiality has ſet every Fact in the trueit 
Light. 


ä—q——X——ä— — ͥͤꝙ iu — — 


—— — 


—— —U—4 


2 


_—y 
- 


— mag fn; I. - 
—_ - ——_ — 
— N — * 


4 


. 
6 


1 


* + 


tom, 


« 4 +4 


Lo 


* 


* 


3 


. 
7 
Li 
6 I 
: * 

33 
1 — 
4 * 

9 1 
— 1 
«A « «@ * 4 

* — 
— 
„ - 

LY o 

- 
2 - 
- - 
5 * 

R * 
9 
8 > & * # 
— 

* 
z 4 Aa 


— — ——— 


— 1 „E A -- > 
- 


1 


